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flourished in different parts of Northern and Eastern India. The
severity of the monotheistic creed of the Mahomedans was
distinctly impressed upon the minds of some of these prophets.
The worshippers of Dattatraya or the incarnation of the Hindu
Trinity, often clothed their God in the garb of a Mahomedan
Fakir. This same influence was at work with greater effect on
the popular mind in Maharashtra, where preachers, both Brahmans
and non-Brahmans, were calling on people to identify Ram with
Rahim, and ensure their freedom from the bonds of formal
ritualism and caste distinctions and unite in common love of man
and faith in one God. Contemporaneously with the political
leaders, Tukaram, Ramdas, Eknath, and Jayaramswami were the
religious leaders of this movement, which was, moreover, not
confined to the higher castes, but claimed representatives from all
classes, high and low. The cult of Vithoba, the traditions of
Pandharpur, the heaven on earth, attracted thousands every year,
and the extempore recitals or Kathas drew thousands more in
every town and village. The effect of these lectures was best
exemplified in the counsel which Raja Sawai Jayasingh gave to
his master Aurangzeb in 1678, when the Jezzlah or Hindu poll-tax,
abolished by Akbar, was re-imposed. He reminded his master
that "God was not the God of Mahomedans alone, but he was the
God of all mankind. The Pagan and the Moslem stand alike
before Him. To nullify the religious customs of Hindus is to
set at naught the will of the Almighty/' This was a new feeling,
and it yet represented the general consensus of the people. The
Mahomedans themselves had learned to feel the force of this higher
teaching. Abul Fazl and Faizi had translated Mahabharata and
Ramayana in the same spirit. Akbar strived with a singular
devotion to amalgamate the two religions in a new-dispensation
which was intended to abolish all religious differences. Prince
Darasheko, the eldest son of Shahjahan, translated the Upanishads
and the Gita, and represented these aspirations of enlightened
Mahomedans, and it was on this account, as much as for his
birthright, that Aurangzeb made war on him, and hunted htm to
death. Mahomedan saints like Kabir in the north and Shaik
Mahomed in Maharashtra preached the same higher law to Hindus
and Mahomedans, alike, and though worshipped after death by
both communities, they were disregarded by bigots of both creeds
in their lifetime.
This then was the situation. Religious revival and a puritan
enthusiasm were at work in the land, and it was clear to men's
minds that the old bigotry must cease. This religious enlightenment
was the principal point of departure from the earlier traditions of